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KEWS  FROM  THE  LAND  GRANT  COLLEGE 
ASSOCIATION  MEETING 

■ 

Broadcast  "by  Wallace   S.    i.Ioreland,    New  Jersey   State    College   of  Agriculture,    in 
the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Wednesday,    November  15,    1939. 
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Administrators   of   colleges   of  agriculture   and  mechanic  arts   in  forty-eight 
states,    Hawaii  and  Puerto  Pico  are   convened  here    in  Washington  today  for  the   fifty- 
third  annual  convention  of   the  Association  of  Land-Grant   Colleges  and  Universities. 
There   is   nothing  of   the    spectacular  in  this  meeting,    yet  its  influence  will  "be   felt 
throughout   rural  America. 

And  why   should  we   expect   the  work   of   this   three  day  convention  to  "be  felt    in 
all  sections  of  the   country?      It   is  "because  membership  in  the  Association  consists 
of  executives  of  our  Land-C-rant   Colleges  and  Universities.      Among  others,    the 
presidents  of   these   institutions,    deans  of  argiculture,    experiment    station  directors, 
deans   of  home   economics  and  directors  of   extension. 

All  are  here    in  Washington  to  give   serious   study  to   the  problems   they  face   in 
administering  educational  programs  which  arc   state-wide  in  scope.     Programs  which 
serve   not  only  young  people   on  the   college  campus  but   also   roach  out   to  meet   the 
needs   of  farm  and  home  people   in  the   country. 

And  this  morning,    as   the  fifty-third  convention  opened,    the   thought  uppermost 
in  the  minds   of   the  Land-Grant   College   execativos  was:     how  can  we   improve   the 
educational   services  our  institutions  are   called  upon  to  give   to   the  people   of   the 
states   and  of   the  nation. 

On  this   important  question,   Julian  A.   Burruss,   president   of   the  Association 
of   Land-Grant   Colleges  and  Universities — he   is  also  president  of  Virginia  Poly- 
technic  Institute — this  morning  expressed  a  decided  opinion.      To   the   assembled 
college   administrators nearly  four  hundred  in  all he   said  this: 

"The  most  important  objectives  facing  our  Nation  are  the  preservation  of  our 
independence  and  of  our  government  by  the  will  of  the  governed,  and  to  make  men  and 
women  better  fitted  to  live  in  a  democracy."  He  said  that  "the  attainment  of  these 
objectives   can  come  only   through  the   right   sort  of  education  for  all  people." 

"Education,"  Dr.   Burruss   said,    "is   the   supreme  essential  of  democracy,    and 
democracy   is   the   supreme   opportunity   of  education." 

A  plea  to  provide   freedom  of  enterprise  for  industry  was  placed  before    the 
convention  by  a  spokesman  for  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers.      Dr.   Allen 
A.    Stockdale,    of   the   speakers'   bureau   of   the  manufacturers   organization,    told  the 
Land-Grant   College   administrators   that   the  economic  foundation  of  America  is   the 
free   enterprise  of  industry,    and  then  said: 

"Keep   industry  out  of  the  doghouse  and  you  will  keep  American  citizens  out  of 
the  poorhouse.  " 

Equally   strong  was  Dr.    Stockdale   in  his  belief   that   education  should  continue 
to  have  vigorous   support. 

(Over) 
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"So  long  as  we   continue    to   educate  our  people,    they  will   tell  the  government 
what   to   do,    and  will  not   stand  for  the  government   to   tell   them  what   to  do. 

In  looking  ahead,    Dr.    Stockdale   said  that  our  new  frontiers  are   scientific 
rather  than  geographic.      In  this  way  the   raw  materials  from  the  farm  may  "be  utilized 
in  making  finished  products  "by  industry,    thereby  giving  additional  outlets  for  farm 
products,    new  horizons  for  industry,    and  new  opportunity  for  labor. 

Aubrey  TTilliams,    executive  director  of  the  National  Youth  Administration, 
reported  on  the  program  which  will  affect  one  million  of  our  youths  this  year.      He 
asked  the   college  representatives   if  they  thought   the  need  for  National  Youth 
Administration  had  passed.      After  no  one   replied,   he  asked  if  there  was  still  a  need 
for  this  ".70 rk,    and  many  hands  went  up. 

Mr.   Williams  told  the  convention  that  when  he  was  appointed  to  direct   the  j\YA, 
President   Roosevelt   expressed  the  wish  that   it  "be  handled  in  such  manner  that   there 
would  he   no   coercion  upon  the   schools  which  would  take  part  in  the  program,      He 
described  education  such   an  intimate  matter  that   its   control   should  he  close   to   the 
people  themselves. 
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